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The observations are corrected for refraction. The cor¬ 
rections to be applied for parallax in time and arc are repre¬ 
sented by p and q; P is the equatoreal horizontal parallax. 
The following are the assumed mean places of the stars of 
comparison for 1861, Jan. o. 
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Variations in the Light of n Argus , observed at Madras from 
1853 to 1861. By Eyre B. Powell, Esq. 

Mr. Powell writes that he has been engaged, off and on, 
during the last four years in watching the nebula about u Argus , 
and in taking micrometrical observations of the neighbouring 
stars; consequently his attention has been very much directed 
to that part of the heavens, and the estimations of the mag¬ 
nitude of that star have been made with very great care. The 
observations are as follows;— 

’ 1853*991. » Argus slightly inferior to aCentauri, but superior to either 
a. Crucis or /3 Centauri. 

1 854*076. Inferior to a but superior to 0 Centauri, Rays issue from u as 
> from Rigel, 

185 5 ‘ 9 ^ 7 * Not brighter than Procyon, and not quite so bright as Capelta; 

scarcely brighter than a Cnicis, about equal to /3 Centauri, 
Colour reddish or yellowish white; star scintillates. 

1856*012. Scarcely brighter than j 3 Centauri , a trifle brighter than 
a Crucis; scintillates more than either, and is reddish. 
Perhaps equals (Z Centauri , but, being reddish, strikes the 
eye more. 
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1358*367. Less than y Cruris, but very little different. 

( 1858*44. Certainly inferior to /3 Cruris , and, I think, to y Cruris. 
j 1858*479. Less than y Cruris. 

1858*485. Decidedly less than v Cruris, but is considerably lower. A 
little brighter than * Sagittarii , both stars having about the 
V same altitude. 

/ 1859*274. Considerably less than y Cruris. 

- 1859*328. Much less than y Cruris; a little less than % Argus; a little 
( greater than $ Cruris. 

( 1859*93 1. About equal to $ Centauri; a little greater than 4 Aryus. 

-! 1859*98. Equal to 2 Centauri; a little greater than 4 Aryus; certainly 
( less than y Centauri . 

/ 1860*165. Decidedly less than $ Centauri; about equal to £ Cruris. 

1860*181. Equal to $ Cruris nearly, perhaps a trifle superior; both stars 
J require attention to catch them in full moonlight. 

1860*287. Equal to £ Cruris; not much greater than 6 Argus. 

K 1860*326. Equal to 5 Cruris , the stars having about equal altitudes. 

1860*972. A little less than $ Crucis. 

1861*014. Le ss than $ Crucis; less than 4 Aryus. 

I 1861*249. Less than £ Cruris; less than 4 Aryus. 

( 1861*282. With telescope, less than the principal star in 4 Aryus. 

Taking the observations in groups according to the 
brackets, and using Sir John HerscheFs photometric mag¬ 
nitudes for the reference-stars, the following approximate 
table is obtained. Where a star of reference does not occur 
in Sir John HerschePs list (as is the case with £ Crucis , for 
example), *4 has been added to the ordinary magnitude, to 
bring it to the photometric scale. 


Epoch. 

Photometric 

1854-03 

1*2 

1855-99 

**5 

1858*44 

2*3 

1859-3 

3*1 

1859-95 

3'3 

1860*24 

3*4 

1-861*13 

3*6 


The break in the observations between 1856 and 1858 
arises from my having been absent from India during that 
interval. 

Madras , November \th, 1861. 
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